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THE BaLANcE SHEET. 


The annual report and balance sheet are now in 
our hands, and the latter in particular deserves 
careful study. It should be very instructive to 
those who still endeavour to minimise tbe financial 
decline of the College. The mere fact that the 
expenditure for the year has exceeded the income 
by £277 and odd is sufficiently disquieting, but we 
have too much reason to expect that this is only 
the forerunner of a much larger deficit next year. 
Our main source of income—that derived from 
examination and registration fees—which last year 
showed a decrease of over £250 from the previous 
one, now shows a further fall of about £235. Of 
course we know the cause for this, and as, during 
the year just expired, our five schools collectively 
only produced 108 candidates for the first exami- 
nation, we must expect a continued diminution of 
income. 

As it is obvious that our capital must soon be en- 
croached upon, it is well that a suggestion made 
by Mr. Rutherford some months since has been 
adopted. The market price as well as the face 
value of the College stock is now indicated in the 
balance sheet. By this we learn that our £8100 of 
consols really represents a reserve fund of £6885. 
Not a large sum. We hope that members will 
study the balance sheet for themselves. 


A “Cure” ror TUBERCULOSIS. 


The recent experiments in the Argentine upon 
the value of Behring’s “cure” for tuberculosis 
seem to have been -exceptionally careful and 
thorough. Their results corroborate those of many 
other investigators ; and it now seems fairly possi- 
ble to conclude that this much-vaunted agent has 
no specific action in tuberculosis. 

So much can be done in the treatment of tuber- 
culusis by hygienic and dietetic measures, that 
whatever medicinal agent is used in conjunction 
with these may easily obtain undeserved credit. It 
is well therefore to regard all remedies introduced 
against tuberculosis with a certain scepticism, and 
to follow the record of each closely Behring’s 
preparation, introduced as it was by a scientist of 
high standing, seems of less value than an ordinary 
tonic. Both are equally devoid of specific action 
upon the disease, but the latter might have some 
effect upon the general condition of the patient. 

The failure of the various so-called specific reme- 
dies against tuberculosis should stimulate us to 
press for preventive legislation. The eradication of 
animal tuberculosis within a reasonable time is 
perfectly possible with the assistance of the law. 
To attempt its cure is certainly inadvisable now, 
and probably always will be. 








ON STRYCHNINE. 


The cases recently reported in connection with 
the above subject are both instructive and useful. 
Recent experience has taught me that the doses of 
this drug advised in my work on “ Veterinary 
Therapeutics” are too large, and that greater care 
is necessary in prescribing it in full doses. 

A short time ago I administered a dose of two 
grains of the drug hypodermically to a cow that had 
a relapse in milk fever and went down a second 
time. Shortly after the injection she showed 
miurked excitement and spasm, which, however, 
were of short duration, and she got up rather 
lively. 

I have very frequently given grain doses of the 
drug hypodermically to cows unable to rise after 
milk fever, and repeated the dose daily, in some 
cases fora week, with no appreciable effect, and, 
unfortunately, with no therapeutical action. 

As regards horses, I have never observed any 
physiological action after a dose of one grain given 
hypodermically. In one case, to a cob that suffered 
from the nervous sequels to azoturia and could not 
bear any weight on the hind limbs, I administered 
one grain hypodermically morning and evening for 
a period of five days, but with no effect. 

It is generally taught that in cases of paralysis 
the drug should be given until slight twitching of 
the muscles is produced. But the difficulty is to 
know when to draw the line so as to avoid the 
occurrence of fatal spasms. 

I am rather sceptical as to the real value of 
strycbnine in the treatment of the various forms of 
paralysis for which it is so often prescribed. There 
are plenty of instances of curable cases that recover 
without its employment, and it is vy probable 
that it often gets credit that it does not deserve. 

At one time strychnine was regarded as the sheet 
anchor in the treatment of surgical shock, but recent 
experimental evidence shows that it is not only 
useless for such cases, but is absolutely harmful. 

The liquor strychnine is rather a dangerous 
agent to dispense in bulk for administration by un- 
skilled attendants, as these are very likely to be 
careless as to the exact dosage of the mixture. 

Again, the’incompatibility of the agent with any 
alkaline substances may occasion the precipitation 
of the alkaloid, so that the last few doses may con- 
tain a toxic amount of the drug, if it is combined in 
a mixture with spts. ammon. aromat., sodii bicarb., 
liq. arsenicalis, iodide of potassium, etc. This is a 
matter which I have on occasions overlooked, with 
very nearly fatal results in the case of dogs. 

As regards the doses of pulv. nux vomica, it is 
difficult to lay down an effectual dose, considering 
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the a amount of alkaloid that various samples 
contain. It is well known the large amounts of this 
drug that can be given to horses and cattle without 
any appreciable effects being observed. Probably 
nux vomica is more often used in veterinary prac- 
tice for horses and cattle than strychnine. Of 
course, in this statement I am open to correction. 

It would prove extremely useful if practitioners 
having experience of the employment of strychnine 
would record their observations, for it is only by 
this means that it is possible to arrive at what may 
be regarded as a safe and effectual dose of this 
agent. Authors, after all, have to depend on their 
own experience and on the information obtained 
from other authors. 

There are many other drugs on which it would 
be very advisable to obtain the views of practitioners 
as regards dosage, for however valuable experimen- 
tal evidence may be, it cannot be compared with the 
practical observations of clinicians. 

E. Watuis Hoare, F.R.C.V.S. 

Cork 








SQUAMOUS-CELLED CARCINOMA. 


Having recently had a case almost identical in 
character to that recorded by Mr. Wallis Hoare in 
The Veterinary Record on April 3rd, I am forward- 
ing photograph and details of the case. 








Subject.— Merino ewe. 
History.—Had been purchased for breeding pur- 
s and was isolated as a subject of malarial 
catarrhal fever in January, 1909, when it was noticed 
that there was a small growth present upon its 
forehead about 14 inches in height. This continued 
to grow rapidly in the shape of a cone until at the 
time of slaughter it measured about three inches in 
height and about seven inches in diameter at the 
base. The exterior was of a horny nature, and 
upon pressure a small quantity of a clear fluid would 
ooze from the base. The condition did not ap- 
parently affect the animal’s health, nor at any time 
were any brain symptoms observed, save as the 
result of a kick which produced a semicomatose 
condition, and the animal was destroyed at once 
(date 28th March). 





Post-mortem lesions.—A pronounced hemorrhage 
was present at the base, undoubtedly the result of 
the kick, the frontal bone was extensively destroyed 
by the growth, which was in direct contact with the 
brain, and upon microscopical examination the 
lesion proved to be a squamous-celled carcinoma, 
The entire absence of brain symptoms in spite of 
the destruction of the frontal bone coincides with 
Mr. Wallis Hoare’s case. 

R. Pane, F.R.C.V.S. 

Department of Agriculture, 

Cape Colony. 








AN ATTACK OF MANIA IN A BITCH. 
By Horace L. Roperts, F.R.C.V.S. 


The subject of these notes is a Toy Yorkshire 
terrier bitch, age seven months and two weeks, 
weight 3lb. 2o0z., and of an emotional temperament. 

On the 6th day of the month she was showing 
early signs of strum. On the 8th day she was 
bathed and almost immediately afterwards taken for 
her usual morning walk. At the time she was ap- 
parently in good health and spirits, her digestive 
and urinary organs acted normally during the early 
part of exercise. 

About an hour after leaving home she commenced 
to rush about in a frenzied manner meanwhile 
emitting a continuous yelp, and when her owner 
attempted to pacify her she exhibited most unusual 
ferocity. 

The animal was brought to me with the message 
that “‘ she had gone mad,” and certainly she looked 
and acted as if she were demented. 

At 12 45 pm. I gave her a hypodermic injection 
of morphine and atropine. The frenzy abated 
about 2 p.m., and she lay in a comatose condition, 
temperature and pulse normal, till 6.30 p.m. 

In order to rouse her, at 7 p.m. I gave a bypo- 
dermic injection of caffeing sodii salicy!. Between 
8 and 9 p.m. she had three epileptic seizures, after 
which I was able to administer per orem some 
solution of chloral hydrate and gum acacia. 

At 11.30 p.m. the frenzy returned in a less degree. 
I gave her another dose of chloral, and for the same 
reason another dose at 4.30 a.m. on the 9th day. 

At 9 a.m. on the 9th day she was free from frenzy 
but very excited, at which hour I gave her a pill 
consisting of chloral hydrate, pot. brom. and 
hyoscyamus. Repeated pill at 3 p.m., at 9 p.m. 
and at 4a.m. on the 10th day. The patient was 
given a few drops of castor oil and returned home 
at 9a.m. on the 10th day apparently well. At the 
time of writing there has not been a recurrence of 
the nervous irritation. 

Rhode in 1895, quoted by Dr. Leslie Murray in 
his lecture on “ Modern Views of Heredity in Man” 
vide Veterinary Record May 8, 09, p. 762) says. . . 
“ the functional disturbance associated with puberty 
may predetermine an attack of acute hysteria and 
epilepsy, while the stress of early adolescence 
superadded to profound emotion may induce an 
attack of acute mania.” 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMY OF PULMONARY 
STRONGYLOSIS IN CATTLE. 


Joest examined seven cases of pulmonary strongy- 
losis in young cattle and one in a roe, all caused by 
the Strongylus micrurus, and also lungs of the pig 
with Strongylus paradoxus in the bronchi. He 
describes the lesions, and sketches the manner in 
which they are produced, in Die Zeitschrift fiir 
Infectionskrank. parasit. Krank. und Hyg. der. 
Faust. 

The changes in the larger and smaller bronchi 


‘consist of a catarrhal bronchitis, generally not well 


marked, and in no case so high in degree as one 
would expect from the extent of the invasion of the 
lumen of the bronchi by the worms. 

Tbe changes in the pulmonary tissue vary. In 
the main three forms of lesions can be distinguished, 
viz., acute alveolar emphysema, interstitial emphy- 
sema associated with commencing pneumonia, and 
developed pneumonia. Joest describes these forms 
macroscopically and histologically, and traces their 
sequence as follows, dividing the disease into four 
stages. 

The strongyles gain the bronchi, develope there, 
and attain sexual maturity. The lesions of the 
bronchial mucous membrane are the first stage of 
the changes produced in pulmonary strongylosis. 
In consequence of the partial occlusion of the 
bronchi by bundles of worms more air is drawn 
into the alveoli by the inspirations than can be ex- 
pelled by the weaker expiration. An acute dilatation 
of the alveoli begins—the acute alveolar empby- 
sema, which represents the second stage of the 
disease 

The young strongyles break through the damaged 
walls of the finer bronchi and broncheoli; Joest is 
positive regarding this fact, which bas hitherto been 
unknown. This penetration gives the air admission 
into the interstitial tissue. Embryos of strongyles 
and exudate in the neighbouring alveoli, also gain 
admission ; and thus pneumonia commences simul- 
taneously with the appearance of interstitial emphy- 
sema. This is the third stage of the disease. 

Multiple small intra-lobular inflammatory centres 
of solidification appear, by which the fourth stage of 
the disease—the true ‘‘ worm-sickness ’—-sets in, 
and now rapidly extends, perhaps with the co- 
operation of bacteria. 

This pneumonia is partially pustulo-catarrbal and 
fibrinous, partially cellular and granulating, these 
being respectively the acute and the chronic stage 
of worm-pneumonia.— Berliner Tier. Woch. 


InsEcTIONS oF Extract oF TUBERCULOUS GLANDS 
IN TUBERCULOSIS. ' 


Livierato (Rif. Med., March 15th, 1909) has car- 
ried out a series of experiments on guinea-pigs with 
a view to determine what influence injections of 
extract of tuberculous glands has on the evolution 








of experimental tuberculosis in animals of the same 
class. In group A he inoculated the animal with 
tuberculosis, and then treated with tuberculous 
gland extract; in group B he began by treatin 
with gland extract, and some days later inocula 
with tubercle; group C were used as control 
animals. The animals in group C all died within 
a month of infection, group A within two and a half 
months, and group B within three months. The 
animals of groups A and B presented few tubercu- 
lar lesions (in some cases no naked-eye lesion), 
especially when compared with group C, which died 
showing typical tubercular lesions. The animals 
were inoculated by a single injection of 1 c.cm. of 
the emulsion in 10 c.cm. of a sterile physiological 
solution of a young (20 to 22 days) culture of living 
and virulent bacilli on potatoes. Control experi- 
ments with extract of normal lymphatic glands gave 
no protection against tubercle. The author does 
not feel warranted in drawing any definite clinical 
application from his experiments on animals at pre- 
sent, but proposes to continue his researches in this 
direction. The experiments do, however, suggest 
that scrofulosis—that is, an attenuated tubercular 
gland infection—may, in a certain sense, act as a 
protective vaccine against the development of tuber- 
culosis.— Brit. Med. Journal. 

W. BR. C. 








Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 





FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this 
Degree was held on May 15th at 10 Red Lion 
Square. Eight candidates entered for the exami- 
nation, and all passed and obtained the Diploma. 
The following is a list of the successful candidates 
together with the titles of their respective Theses : 


“ Tetanus.” 


“The Veterinary Inspection of 

Dairy Cows with special reference 

to Tuberculosis.” 
“Trypanosomiasis of Domesti- 
cated Animals in the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan.” 


WuitenHeapD, J. D., 
Foster, A. N., 


OLvER, Capt. A., 


Ryan, Capt. H. T., “ Bursati.” 
GAMBLE, Capt. H., “Food Stuffs and their De- 
terioration.” 
JoirFEe, Capt.C.Hytton, “ Equine Biliary Fever 
(Pyroplasmosis Equi).” 


Lrenox-ConynecHam, Capt. H. M., ~ Calculi in the 
o ” 


rse, 
“Some affections of the Urino- 
genital Tract encountered in town 
practice.” 


Sutton, Guy, 


The examiners were Messrs. J. Malcolm, W. 
Hunting, and Prof. Macqueen; Mr. W. J. Mulvey 
being in the chair. 

Frep. Buxtoox, Secretary. 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


At a meeting held at the Grand Hotel, Birmingham, 
on May 12th, 1909, it was unanimously resolved, that 
this Association join with the Yorkshire, Lancashire and 
Eastern Counties Veterinary Medical Associations for the 
perpaese of the forthcoming election of Council of 

yal College of Veterinary Surgeons, to support the 
candidates in favour of the proposed new Bill. 

H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. 
May 18th. 








THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting of the Society was held 
at 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on Thursday, May 6, 
Prof. Hubday in the chair. The following Fellows 
igned the attendance book: Messrs. J. Willett, Capt. 

. B. Edwards, L. G. Gryspeerdt, A. E. Willett, Geo. 
Upton, Ralph Bennett, Capt. J. R. Steevenson, Capt. 
A. Olver, James Rowe, N. Almond, Ainsworth Wilson, 
Arthur L. Wilson. J.'B. Hare, R.J. Foreman, Wm. 
Hunting, W. Perryman, Henry ee Prof. G. H. 
Wooldridge, Prof. J. Macqueen, Prof. H. A. Woodruff, 
W. A. Hancock, W. L. Harrison, A. L. Butters, W. R. 
—- M. Hunt, R. F. Wall, A. E.}Bayley, A. Roger- 
son, . J. Bell, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 
Visitors: Messrs. M. Parsons and J. D. Young. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, on the pro 
of Mr. A. L. Butters, seconded by Mr. Ainsworth 
were taken as read and confirmed. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Hon. Sgc. announced the receipt of letters regret- 
ting inability to be present from Messrs. Wm. ee 
Charles Koberts, E. Lionel Stroud, and Lieut.-Col. R. 
Moore ; also a letter from the Scottish Metropolitan 
Veterinary Medical Society as to the amalgamation of 
veterinary societies, requesting the attendance of dele- 
gates toa meeting to be held at Harrogate. He also 
announced the receipt of a report, balance sheet, and 
revised rules of the National Veterinary Benevolent and 
Mutual Defence Society. 

Mr. Butters proposed, and Mr. J. Willett seconded, 
that the question of appointing — to the meeting 
to consider the — of the amalgamation of veteri- 
nary societies be left over till the next meeting. 

ELECTION oF FELLOW. 

The PRESIDENT announced that as a result of the 
balloting Mr. A. Cornish Bowpen, M.R.C.V.S., had 
been unanimously elected a Fellow of the Society. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 


The PrEsipENT produced two specimens, one sent up 
through the kindness of Mr. Brownless, a veterinary sur- 
n in Kensington, and the other of a bull dog. In 

th cases there was well advanced cancer of the throat. 
The dogs were about seven or eight years old. The 
specimens were interesting because of the disease being 
usually present in dogs over a certain age, and because 
of rord mal region in which the specimens were 
situated being one which was frequently affected. Car. 
cinoma ap postiononiy to select that position in 
the dog. en there were symptoms of emaciation, 
salivation, and inability or difficulty in swallowing— 
especially if there was a history that a jagged wound 
could be seen at the back of the throat, and an owner 


ition 
“= 
ilson, 


In the instance of the terrier which was the subject of 
Mr. Brownless’ case, it was painlessly destroyed on 
account of its having this huge lump in the throat. Mr. 
Brownless happened to look down the throat and saw 
that palpably it was a case of carcinoma. 

In the case of the bulldog, although the animal ap- 
peared quite well till about a month before attention was 
drawn to it, he (the speaker) suspected from the symp- 
toms shown that the disease mentioned was there. 
Within three weeks a large swelling developed on the 
side of the throat, and one day he could plainly see an 
ulcerated patch at the back of the throat. The two 
specimens were quite characteristic. 


INSTRUMENTS, 


Mr. Henry Gray produced some instruments. The 
first was a dermatological and corneal microscope. He 
suggested that it might be of use to country surgeons in 
the diagnosis of mange or scab, and also for locating 
small foreign bodies embedded in the cornea. The 
second instrument was an electrical ophthalmoscope. 
The third was a direct ophthalmic illuminator, which 
he thought must be very useful to veterinary surgeons 
for the examination of the eyes of animals. They 
were the invention and manufacture of Messrs. David- 
son and Co., optical instrument makers, 29 Great Port- 
land Street, W. 


“Tue Diseases or THE EYE IN THE DoMeEsticaTED 
ANnImMALs.”—-Adjourned Discussion. 


Prof. G. H. WooLpRIDGE, in opening the adjourned 
discussion, thanked Mr. Gray for having brought so 
much material forward, It was only those who took the 
trouble to write papers who could appreciate the amount 
of work that the production of such an exhaustive paper 
had entailed. 

The first thing he wished to mention was in connect- 
ion with eczema of the eyelids of dogs, in which the 
essayist said it might be treated with certain mercurial 
ointments, but which he did not specify. He (the 
speaker) had frequently used mercurial ointments with 
success, and the dressing he usually employed consisted 
of yellow oxide of mercury ointment, 10 grains to the 
ounce. He found it quite useful if properly rubbed into 
the skin at the time. In some cases where the margins 
of the lids were glued together in the morning, if the 
material were rubbed along the edge at night it seemed 
to prevent that. 

In reference to tumours of the lids, the essayist ap- 
parently only mentioned one, and that was papilloma, 
which was common, but carcinoma of the lids was also 
common. He had had cases of it in horses, cattle and 
dogs, more frequently in horses and cattle than smaller 
animals ; and sometimes the tumour would so extend as 
to impinge upon the eyeball and eventually obliterate 
it. The treatment was about the same in each case, 2.¢., 
to cut the thing out ; it grew again some time after- 
wards, and very likely eventually the animal had to be 
destroyed. In one case in which he had to remove a 
tumour, hescraped the orbit and thought he had made 
a nice clean job of it, and that there would be no en- 
largement of glands. But three months afterwards the 
horse came back with a considerable growth ; that was 
again removed, and the animal went away, likely, he 
thought, to work for a considerable time. me time 
afterwards he had word frem Mr. Slocock that the 
tumour had again recurred, and was of such an enor- 
mous size that it necessitated the slaughter of the horse. 
As to whether at that period there was any infection of 
the glands he could not say. Mr. Slocock, who was 
present, would probably tell them. 

He also had a case recorded of carcinoma of the cornea 
occurring in a cow. It appeared to be absolutely limited 





frequently stated that it had been poked witha stick by 
some solaiont person—one had reasonable grounds for 
suspecting the lesion to be due to carcinoma. 


to the cornea, and when it was first seen was com - 
tively small with a diameter not larger than a shilling, 
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so that he was under the impression that if he took out 
the eyeball probably nothing else would result so far as 
the extension of the growth. He did that, and the base 
of the eyeball and the orbit itself appeared to be per- 
fectly clean. Six months afterwards he was in 
called in, and found that the orbital cavity was full of 
fleshy substance which he again excised, and on micro- 
scopical examination it proved to be carcinomatous, very 
similar in structure to that in front of the cornea and 
primary tumour. That he also removed, and six months 
afterwards he was again called to see the case, and then 
there were very considerable enlargements under the 
jaw and at the pharynx. He conc!nded that there was 
secondary infection of the lymphatic glands from that 
same tumour. He endeavoured to get the head but 
without success. aa ie 
The operation referred to of excision of an elliptical 
piece of the skin for entropium wasa very useful opera- 
tion, but it sometimes failed. He thought in the 
majority of cases where it failed it had been due to the 
piece not having been removed sufficiently deep. In 
getting an operation done by a number of students at 


the College, he found that that was especially the case. | d 


They would take a snip of the skin, and instead of 
going through the whole of the skin they simply took off 
the superficial layer, and the dog had to be operated 
upon a second time. If the skin was incised or excised 
its full depth and sutured back, better results would be 
obtained. He had not found any necessity for splitting 
the external canthus, as had been recommended by the 
essayist. Some people preferred not to suture the 
wound after removing the elliptical piece. He—the 
speaker—very strongly advised suturing it, because then 
there was immediate relief of the irritation of the front 
of the eyeball. 

In connection with the small globular tumour which 
was frequently found in pug dogs and bulldogs affecting 
the membrana nictitans, the exact nature of which he 
did not know, although he had had a number of them 
examined microscopically, since the last meeting he 
intended to have a number of those things fixed in wax 
to see if one could make anything more definite out of 
them. Whatever their nature, they varied considerably 
with regard to the treatment required. In some cases 
they were quite pedunculated, and it was not necessary 
to remove the membrana. In other instances they 
seemed to have a diffuse base and the whole of the 
membrana must of necessity be removed if they wanted 
to get rid of thegrowth. The essayist said that in some 
cases the thing would subside without surgical interfer- 
ence. He(the speaker) had tried that method, but the suc- 
cess obtained was so small as, he thought, not to warrant 
it if their client was at all likely to become impatient. 

With reference to acute conjunctivitis frequently due 
to foreign bodies, an agent of considerable assistance, 
not referred to in the paper, was castor oil. He instan- 
ced a case where castor oil had been used on a human 
subject with success. In reference to Dermoid ptery- 
gium, the essayist had said that by some authorities 
they were considered to be a reversion to type. He 
would like to know what that meant. If it meanta 
reversion to some condition which at one time normally 
existed in the species, he did not think many of the 
audience would agree with those authorities. 

As to the treatment of diseases of the cornea, one very 
important thing which he thonght was not sufficiently 
emphasised was that the patient should be put in the 
dark if at all possible. In the treatment of ulceration 
of the cornea, Mr. Gray recommended the use of atro- 
pine. He (the speaker) should advise him not to use 
atropine, for the reason that atropine increased intra- 
ocular tension. If there was a loss of the superficial 
layers of the cornea, anything which increased intra- 
ocular tension, was likely to produce protrusion of the 








deeper layers and staphyloma. He should say use 
eserine in preference, which diminished the tension and 
thereby diminished the chance of production of staphy- 
loma. In connection with the use of sub-chloride of 
mercury, he often used it, but not during the stage of 
ulceration of the cornea as had been suggested by the 
President. He (the speaker) used it after the ulcer had 
apparently healed, and there was a small point of opacity 
on the surface. While the ulcer was in existence, before 
he used that powder he usually employed a three grains 
to the ounce solution of sulphate of zinc. If he had not 
a wound in the cornea he used a four grain solution. He 
thought the right treatment to adopt in cases 

ophthalmia, which did not appear to have been included 
in the paper, was an alternate use of atropine and eserine. 
on account of the action on theiris. Eserine contracted 
the pupil, while atropine dilated it. If they could get 
them to be constantly moved about day by day they 
diminished the chance in ophthalmia of adhesion of the 
iris, either to the lens or to the cornea, in such cases using 
eserine in the morning and atropine at night in order 
not to have the eye dilated during the lighter part of the 


ay. 
He would like to know if the essayist had any idea 
of what was the cause of that amaurosis which occurred 
in horses sometimes after castration. It seemed to occur 
more frequently if there had been much amesenee. 
Was it actually hemorrhage that was responsible for 
that blindness? If so, how was the effect brought 
about ? 

Capt. OLVER said that one condition mentioned in the 
paper of which he unfortunately had had a deal 
of experience—he said unfortunately, because the results 
were not very satisfactory—-was that of periodic ophthal- 
mia in horses. In South Africa, after the war, he had 
had as many as over 100 cases under treatment at one 
time. They were the remains of the war collected at 
the remount depdt at Mooi River—-a large number of 
animals which had given trouble in their units from 
constant recurrence of ophthalmia were returned to the 
remount depét and remained there for an indefinite 
time. They were nearly all chronic cases, mostly in aged 
horses. Various methods of treatment were tried but 
they could only obtain temporary relief. Special stables 
were arranged—painted black inside and kept per- 
manently dark—-but recurrence nearly always occurred. 
They tried all the ordinary treatments, and amongst 
other things relieved tension by opening the eyeball ina 
very large number of cases, but the results were more or 
less unsatisfactory and were not considered sufficiently 
good to warrant going on with the treatment. There 
was not any difficulty as regards infection of the eye- 
ball. He thought the results were perhaps a little 
better than the treatment with ordinary antiseptic 
solutions. In addition they adopted the orthodox treat- 
ment with laxatives and purgatives, keeping the horses 
on low diet and so on. The Natal Government at the 
time were considering the advisability of scheduling the 
condition as a contagious disease, and he was asked to 
give the results of his experience, as to what extent it 
was contagious At that time they had not conducted 
any experiments which would enable him to speak with 
any authority, but he gave as his opinion that although 
it was no doubt to a certain extent contagious, from his 
experience there, it did not appear to be markedly so. 
The large majority of cases that one got were merel 
recurrences of the old condition. When he was in this 
country before going to South Africa, he was engaged in 
buying remounts, and at that time he constantly saw 
cases of the disease amongst the animals imported from 
America. In order to test its communicability some 
experiments were afterwards carried out at Pretoria. 
They drew off the aqueous humour from some of the 
cases when in an active condition, and injected it into 
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the anterior chamber of the eyes of sound horses, and in 
no case did they produce the diseese. It had no effect 
whatever. 

Mr. Ainsworta WILson had had some experience of 

riodic opthalmia and had also tried opening the eye- 

l—he could not say with any great result, but he 
fancied it had some effect in reducing the opacity and 
relieving tension if such were present. The operation 
as he practised it was simply that performed for worm 
in the eye. Professor Wooldridge had negatived the use 
of atropine along with eserine in ulceration of the cornea. 
It had always been his—the speaker’s— practice, rightly 
or wrongly, to use atropine and eserine alternately in 
this disease, and where simple dressings had not been 
effective, he had gone so far as to use solid nitrate of 
silver, just one touch of it right in the centre of the 
ulcer seemed to set up healthy action and to heal it. 
Some pare ago he himself had some carbolic acid acci- 
dentally squirted into his eyes ; it blinded him, and the 
pain was severe. Fortunately he had the presence of 
mind to call out for some castor oil, and managed to have 
it introduced into the a with the result that in an 
hour or two he was able to open them, and he quite 
believed it saved trouble afterwards. in the removal of 
foreign bodies such as oat flights from the eyes of cattle, 
his practice was to have the head held in a perfectly 
straight line. He used a 4 per cent. solution of cocaine, 
painted on with a feather. If the chaff was some days 
old and firmly adherent he found he had best results 
from ne sandpaper or emery paper, just a strip fixed 
in artery forceps, and just when the eyeball was turned 
round in the head and the foreign y became visible, 
one touch was usually sufficient to dislodge it. 

Capt. OLver said that he had forgotten to mention 
that amongst other things they used adrenalin, .which 
seemed to have a marked temporary action, but no per- 
manent effect. They also used castor oil in certain 
stages, and he had used calomel considerably in the 
later stages. Amongst Arabs in the Soudan they con- 
stantly had a condition something of the same kind. It 
was periodic. The eye eventually became permanently 
affected, and they could often recognise a horse that had 
had an attack by the wrinkled condition of the eyelids. 

Mr. G. Upton thanked Mr. Gray for his paper. He 
wished to say a few words about injuries to the eye. As 
regards the cornea, he thought the epithelium of the 
cornea was not damaged very frequently. It did not 
perhaps matter much, but he always looked upon it as a 
very serious uel if there was suppuration, or they 
might get a bulging. As to these opacities, he was sorry 
to say his clients did not call him in till they were 7 
often ulcerated. He would defy anybody then to fetc 
them off. 

As to cataract, he was often called in to examine 
horses. What was the cataract which was serious? 
They read a lot about the cataract which was simply the 
cataract of a speck, the cataract of a small body ; but 
that which he looked upon as serious was the cataract 
which encircled the lens and which was going to cause 
permanent blindness in time. 

As to shying, in examining horses, and trying them 
with light and dark with the ophthalmoscope, he had 
come to the conclusion, rightly or wrongly, that it was 
due to some nervous defect of the eye. It seemed to 
him that the pupil did not expand sufficiently. There 
were horses that seemed not to have sufficient nerve 
power to grasp the rays of light. 

As regards eo, that disease was very common 
in dogs, and it also occurred somewhat in cattle. He 


looked upon a good deal of it in cattle as tubercle, and 
was inclined to think that some of it was tubercle in the 
dog. He thought if they were to treat those cases due 
to nervous debility of the eye, which they commonly 
found in the human subject, there was not much 
beat mercury. 


to 





ev 


Mr. Siocock referred to the case of carcinoma of the 
eyelids, mentioned by Professor Wooldridge. The case 
had been reported to him asa case of suspected glanders, 
late in its history. He could assure them the glands 
were enlarged very much. There was extensive disease 
of one side of the face, almost from the ear to the 
nostril, there being an enormous growth. Having known 
the animal for four or five years, and as it had the same 
disease then, although in a much smaller degree, he did 
not suppose he had a case of glanders, to deal with. 
But as it was reported as glanders,he was bound to test 
it. He recommended slaughter, and then tried his 
utmost to get the head to send to the College, but was 
not able to, and he lost sight of the horse after death. 


REPLY. 


Mr. Henry Gray in reply said that first of all he 
thanked them most heartily for criticising both destruct- 
ively and constructively the r. 

The President had asked him if he had seen parasites 
in the orbit of the pig and rabbit, and what were they? 
Yes, he had seen both in the rabbit and the pig. In the 
rabbit the cyst was cysticercus serialis, and in the pig 
the cysticercus cellulose. 

The President also wished to know whether they 
should perform an autoplastic operation in cases of ectro- 
i. His—the speaker’s—operation was to make a 

inear incision under the lower lid and separate it from the 

muscle, or rather, from other tissues, then cut out at the 
external angle a triangular piece of skin and other tissue 
and draw the resulting wound together. The President 
also objected to the use of scissors in the removal of 
warts from the eyes, and preferred the ligature. The 
speaker’s experience had been—at least with regard to 
the dog— that if they ligatured the wart they removed 
the top of it and it grew again. If they cut it off as 
close as possible to the skin by means of a pair of 
scissors, then cauterised it deeply, there was no recur- 
rence of it. The bleeding could be prevented if they 
grasped the skin by means of the forefinger and thumb 
and compressed it where the wart was to be cut off, and 
not let it go till it was cauterised. 

As to trichiasis, he—the speaker—believed it was 
hereditary. The President had thought the operation 
of excision of a piece of skin in the treatment of entro- 
pium was sufficient, but in a great number of instances 
where the speaker had had cases he had taken out a 
good piece and still the entropium remained. The Presi- 
dent also said that be did not notice any difference in 
the breed as to whether the upper or lower lids were 
affected. . He—Mr. Gray-—-had noticed that in some 
breeds of sporting dogs the upper lid was ‘principally 
turned in, and in some other dogs, as the bull dog, and 
chow, both eyelids were turned in. 

Astothe Membrana nictitans, the speaker had been 
nearly 25 years in practice continuously, and never had 
an occasion yet to remove the membrana nictitans ; it 
could not be paralysed, because there were no muscles 
attached to it to become paralysed. He thought the 
rational way of treating the persistent protrusion was 
to fortify the system and let the retractor, or perhaps 
the advancing oblique muscles of the eye, get into the 
proper state, then the organ would regain its normal 
position. 

As to divergent squint in dogs, he had seen many 
dogs with their eyes turned more outward than others, 
and that he attributed not to squint but to the forma- 
tion of the orbital cavity. The eye being more laterally 
situated in the short-faced dogs, because the orbits 
looked in a different position than they did in long-faced 
dogs. He had seen one or two cases of squint in dogs 
that had only been in one eye, but he did not consider 
the other cases he had just mentioned as squint. 

As to the ophthalmia in the new-born not being con- 
nected with distemper, he had never seen it without 
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being contagious directly and indirectly. He had often | Macqueen also said “ with regard to wounds of the eye- 
found the parents suffering from catarrhal symptoms. | lid, involving only the skin and sub-cutaneous connec- 
One could never be certain when animals were free from | tive tissues, it was quite unnecessary to transfix the eye- 
distemper, and this was more emphasised in the case of lid by any suture, the less suturing the better.” With 
animals belonging to people who went in for “ showing.” that the speaker quite agreed, but they could not al- 
As to leeches, they were very useful things. They were ways carry out their ideas; sometimes their clients 
old-fashioned, which was the reason why a good many | wanted them to do something, and sometimes they knew 
people condemned them. He had used them in eye| more than veterinary surgeons themselves, 

complaints with great benefit. Live j could be put on! Regarding the question as to what sort of growth took 
the mucous membrane at the external canthus, or on the its origin from the teeth and extended to the brain, it 
temples. They were very useful not only in optic was very much like that growth that Mr. Mulvey 
neuritis, but also in blood extravasations or bruises, and | showed at the last meeting, and the first thing that had 
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very many other complaints. 


attracted the speaker’s attention was amaurosis. He 


Mr. Livesey complained because he(Mr. Gray) had not | had not mentioned about adhesion of the eyelids or 


mentioned anything about punctured wounds. He had 
mentioned about wounds in the orbit of the dog, and he 
also said that punctured wounds due to bites should not 
be sewn up. 
ary surgeon of experience would sew up a dog 
that h 
in the dog from bites, the veterinary surgeons in attend- 
ance had sutured the wounds. These three cases were 
followed by malignant oedema or gangrenous septicemia 
—the only cases of this disease he had seen in the dog. 
Mr. Livesey had thought that it was unnecessary to cut 
out the muscle in entropium. He (the speaker) thought 
that when Mr. Livesey had a little more experience he 
would find that he would not get some of his cases well 
unless he did that. Mr. Livesey also said that ophthal- 
mia of the new-born was due to vaginal catarrh. How 
did it occur from vaginal catarrh before the kittens had 
their eyes open? He (the speaker) had seen this oph- 
thalmia before the kittens’ eyes were open. He thought 
the infection must be conveyed by the blood stream. 
Mr. Livesey also said that he had had a lot of trouble in 
dissecting off the dermoid pterygium. He (the speaker) 
described the operation which he performed with a pair 
of forceps, after making an incision through the abnor- 
mality, which he tore off andthen removed by the 
scissors. Mr. Livesey also mentioned that glaucoma 
was very common in dogs. It might be so, but if he 
meant that acy | glaucoma was common in dogs he 
ee not agree. Secondary glaucoma did occur com- 
monly. 

Prof. Macqueen had criticised him rather severely. 
He would call his paper a synopsis, not a catalogue. 
Prof. Macqueen had said that he (Mr. Gray) had only 
seen about one case of malignant cedema in Lis life. But 
he could assure him he had seen several cases of malig- 
nant cedema, a not in London, where he had —4 
seen two cases in the horse. In some districts it was 
very common. What impressed it on his mind was that 
he had seen several horses which had fallen down and 
injured the top of the eyelid or orbit. Malignant cedema 
set in and killed them in a few days. Then he had been 
taken to task when mentioning the supra-orbital nerves. 
Prof. Macqueen had said there was only one motor nerve 
that went to the upper eyelid—all the others were sens- 
ory nerves. Surely that was a mistake. There were 
more muscles utilised in the movement of the eyelid 
than one. There were more motor nerves supplying 
eyelid than one. There were other nerves, not exactly 
motor nerves, having an influence on the movement of 
the eyelids. For instance, there was the cervical sym- 

thetic ; if that was injured or divided they got ptosis. 
He had not used the word in its narrow sense ; he used 
4 in a generic sense, as including all the motor nerves 

ere. 

Prof. MacquEEN: You said “supra-orbital” in your 


paper. 
r.H. Gray: Nerves. 

Prof. MAcQUEEN: There are not many supra-orbital 
nerves. 

Mr. H. Gray, continuing, said there was only one 
supra-orbital nerve. He used it in a generic sense. Prof. 





adhesion of one eyelid to the surface of the eyeball 
because they were very rarely met with. He had men- 
tioned about the congenital condition—cleft eyelid, as 


e (Mr. Gray) did not think any veterin- | coloboma. He said he was not sure that he had ever 
$ wounds | 


been bitten. In the only three deaths he had seen | not remember. 


noticed stye in animals. He might have seen it but did 

His statement in answer to the President’s remarks 
about Entropium also applied to Prof. Macqneen’s 
enquiry. 

s to Membrana nictitans, he agreed with Prof. 
Macqueen in thinking that the Membrana nictitans 
should be excised, if there was actual structural disease, 
but not because there was passive protrusion. 

With regard to specifying the surface of the mem- 
brana nictitans on which the Harderian gland was to be 
found, and his previous suggestion that the gland was 
situated on the ocular surface of the membrana, he 
would ask Professor Macqueen where else did it occur ? 
He had a dog in the room, and would like the Professor 
to show him where the Harderian gland was. In all the 
domesticated animals, save the horse, the Harderian 
gland was situated on the posterior surface of the mem- 
brana nictitans. He produced a work there in which 
Professor Barrier, the professor of anatomy in the Alfort 
Veterinary School, said identically the same. He also 
had Dr. E. Nicolas’ work on Veterinary Ophthalmology, 
and he also said the same. 

With reference to the lachrymal sac, there was a 
difference between health and disease. When a sac 
was diseased and distended it would protrude out of its 
natural situation. He had eeen obstruction of the 
lachrymal sac, and he had used the means alluded to. 
Prof. Macqueen had said that a very frequent cause of 
epiphora was a swollen condition of the conjunctival 
membrane, and that the statement with regard to the 
puncta required re-editing. He (the ap asked in 
what way! The speaker adverted to the description of 
the two puncta, and remarked he had never said anything 
as to which direction the canals ran. 

Professor MAcQuEEN: Perhaps you will quote your 


r. 
“* Gray: I said “deviation of the puncta outward, 
or slight inward and downward instead of upward cur- 
vation” I should have said in an outward or inward 
direction from the eyeball. I meant the eyelids, and in 
consequence the puncta were deviated. 

Prof. MacqueEN : If you are satisfied, I am. 

Mr. Gray continuing, quoted the Professor’s remark 
that “in Derrivid pterygium he — two things had 
been confused,” and said that he had not confused two 
things. He only mentioned one; and he never saw 
simple pterygium in dogs. Mdller said it did occur, 
and caleba he had seen one case in his lifetime. He 
(the speaker) had never mentioned about keratitis in 
sheep and cattle, though he knew it occurred, but had 
never seen it. He quite agreed with Prof. Macqueen 
about periodic ophthalmia, and ——— a good many 
cases taken to be such were not periodic ophthalmia at 
all. Mr. Shipley had stated that periodic ophthalmia 
was extending in the Eastern Counties, and Mr. Willis, 
of the General Omnibus Company, had told the speaker 
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that it was a common disease in their horses. Whether 
it was periodic ophthalmia or some other disease Mr. 
Gray did not know. He had not said that amaurosis 
was a disease ; he merely gave it as a symptom of so 
many diseased conditions of the eye or nervous system. 

With regard to the Professor’s remark as to the cere- 
bral tumour, Prof. Macqueen knew as well as he did 
that there was such a disease in sheep called Gid, which 
was classified as a tumour, and farmers and shepherds 
diagnosed it ; they located the lesion, and operated with 
success. Then there were other tumours. He had seen 
ocular and cerebral symptoms and diagnosed them as 
belonging to cerebral tumours ; he had made post-mor- 
tems and verified his diagnoses. 

Professor Wooldridge had very ay added to the 
discussion. He (the speaker) thanked him for giving 
the information he had. The Professor thought that 
sometimes it was necessary to excise the membrana 
nictitans. He (Mr. Gray) did not see the necessity of it 
at all. The as (prolapsed Harderian gland) was 
easily removed by means of a pair of scissors. As to the 
use of atropine for ulcerated cornea, the speaker did not 
see any objection. The Professor recommended atropine 
first, eserine afterwards. 

Prof. Wootprrpce: Never have | recommended 
atropine in ulceration of the cornea. 

r. Gray: No, in some other complaint. 

Prof. WootpripcGE: Ophthalmia. 

Mr. Gray remarked that if they used atropine in 
ophthalmia, eserine was no good at all, and if they used 
eserine one day and atropine the next what was the 
frod of the eserine? The atropine overcame the eserine. 

e atropine lasted for several hours, perhaps a day or 
two or even longer. If they used atropine to-day and 
put the eserine in on the morrow, their eserine was 
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wasted. If they put eserine in to-day and atropine to- 
morrow, the atropine overcame the eserine. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE replied that that was why he used 
it, in order to keep the iris moving. 

Mr. Gray replied that it was very well in theory, 
but even some of the ablest ophthalmic surgeons recom- 
mended atropine, others condemned it. Which were 
they to believe ? 

As to hemorrhage after castration causing Amaurosis, 
he himself had never seen it; but from what he had 
gleaned, it did occur, and very often it was succeeded by 
an optic neuritis, 

Capt. Olver’s remarks about periodic ophthalmia were 
most interesting and valuable—(Hear, shear)—and so 
were the remarks of Mr. Wilson about foreign bodies. 

Mr. Upton wanted to know why they had permanent 
opacity in some cases of ulceration of the cornea, and 
not in others. The reason was that the deeper layers 
were destroyed, and healing only took place by cicatri- 
cial contraction, and they could not remove the cica- 
trix from the cornea. He quite agreed that cataracts 
going from the circumference towards the centre were 
the worst. 

He thanked members for the attention they had given 
to his remarks. 








Professor WoOLDRIDGE proposed, and Mr. Willett 
| seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Gray for his 
paper on “The Diseases of the Eye in Domesticated 
Animals.” The same was carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Freeman, seconded by Mr. A. L. 
Butters, a hearty vote of thanks was passed to those 
gentlemen who had brought forward morbid specimens. 


Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 
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Foot- Glanders bi Le 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (inclading Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) 

Out-| Ani-| Oat- | Ani-| Out- | Ani- Out. | Slaugh. 

breaks| mals. }breaks| mals. breaks) mals. breaks.| tered * 
Gr.BRITAIN. Weekended May15} 26 | 27] | 14s 7] 48 | 378 
1908 ..] 24 | 26 23) 55 2 57 192 
Corresponding week in {1907 ..| 26 | 29 15 32 3 65 314 
5 . ms he) Oh | | Bi ee ig 35 210 
Total for 20 weeks, 1909 ‘a -- | 571 761 253 = 976 440 654 5992 
1908 .. | 485 661 3 | 112 820 | 1070 618 711 8580 
Corresponding period in 1907 .. | 472 643 369 | 823 385 874 4419 
1906 .. | 399 622 426 81l 275 474 2438 

Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Parasitic Mange. 
May 18, 1909. Outbreaks. 

IRELAND. Week ended May8] .. | | oo Pee | | ve 4 2 2 26 
1908 8 5 138 
Corresponding Week in ; 1907 2 7 2 12 
1906 Por Bo 3 4 3 25 
Total for 19 weeks, 1909 .; 8 41 264 14 | 143 
1908 4] 7 wer BS 19 253 73 | 1516 
Corresponding period in 1907 1 3 ee - wd 42 157 51 920 
1906 2]; 3 - | 2] 8 36 138 24 | 386 


























Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 


Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


forIreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 12, 1900 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection: 
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ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

I am a candidate at the present election of members 
of Council, and stand as an opponent to the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act Amendment Bill. If you are in favour of 
the Bill as it now stands do not give me your votes. If 
you do not agree with the Bill, and desire its withdraw] 
I respectfully solicit your votes in my favour. 

I have already stated my views on the subject of the 
Bill in a letter to The Veterinary Record and the Veteri- 
nury News (see issues of May 8th last) and need add 
little to the remarks therein contained. There are, 
however, several matters which I think deserve mention 
in my election address. 

Referendum. In ajl matters affecting the welfare of 


the whole profession, I think some means of referring]. 


such matters to every member should be provided. 
Under our present system of professional government, 
this reference is lacking, and ought to be immediately 
remedied. 

Reduction of Expenses. The expenses of examina- 
tions can be easily cut down by arranging for all the 
students to, be examined at one central, and easily acces- 
sible town in England, instead of holding examinations 
in five towns in the United ew as at present, 
thus saving examiners’ time as well as expenses, and 
also putting all the candidates on a level as to fresh 
surroundings. 

Increase of Income. The present registration fees, 
augmented by fees for membership and fellowship ex- 
aminations, can be considerably increased. (1) By ex- 
amination fees for a new Post Graduate Diploma in 
Veterinary State Mediciene, Hygiene or Sanitary Science, 
and (2) by imposing an annual registration fee on new 
members, if necessary. 

College Representation on Council. [ am in favour 
of the Counall 2 tga the Veterinary Schools, and 
not the latter ruling or leading the Council. I think 
Veterinary Schools are over represented on the Council, 
and this election gives a favourable opportunity to re- 
duce that representation. 1 am in favour of each Prin- 
cipal of a Veterinary School being an ex-officio member 
of Council, but without a vote. The holding of a 
teacher’s position at a Veterinary School should debar 
the holder from being an ordinary member of Council. 

College Competition in Practice. I admit that veteri- 
nary practice at Veterinary Schools is necessary, and 
think the Professors should be allowed to practise gratis 
at the Schools for impecunious owners of animals, and 
outside the Schools on legitimate lines, but object to 
illegitimate practice at the Veterinary Schools to the 
advantage ot a few favoured subscribers, and to the dis- 
advantage cf practising members of the profession. 

State Aid for Veterinary Schools. I advocate State 
aid on these grounds: All ~— taken by the veterinary 
profession tending to lessen the losses of owners of ani- 
mals caused by preventable diseases are a direct benefit 
to the nation ; all steps taken against diseases of animals 
communicable to man lessen the menace to public health 
due to such diseases, and as the public receive the 
benefit, the State ought to aid in veterinary education 
in return. State aid probably means State control, and, 
so far as the Veterinary Schools are concerned, I see no 
objection to it, but I do object to the profession finding 
the money and the State controlling its expenditure. 

Unqualyied assistants. I am not in favour of mem- 
bers of the profession or of the Council employing 
these. I admit that recently qualified graduates are 
often deplorably deficient in practical training, and to 









counteract this Iam in favour of compulsory pupilage 

Clique or Party. Although standing as an opponent 
to the Bill at the wish of the Committee formed to 
goes the Bill, I am not in favour of any party or 
clique in Council. I believe in every member acting in 
an independent manner, and | consider it the duty of 
every member to do his best to assist the Council in 
giving the lead to the profession—-not the Council hav- 
ing to be driven by the profession before any new depar- 
ture in policy or pr urecan be put in motion. 

A New Veterinary Surgecns’ Act. If such an Act is 
required, I think some means of referendu:n, raising the 
status of Veterinary Officers of Health, the legal recog- 
nition of Veterinary Surgeons as meat inspectors, the 
exemption of Veterinary Surgeons from service on juries, 
State aid and Parliamentary representation are matters 
which want including. 

The above are my views upon current veterinary poli- 
tics, and, if you agree with them, I ask for your votes in 
my favour.—Yours obediently, 

J. L. Luoyp. 


NOTES ON A SPORADIC OUTBREAK OF 
TRICHINOSIS IN DEVONSHIRE: WITH 
REMARKS. 


By J. Detpratr Harris, M.D., Durb., M.R.CS. Eng., 
Senior Surgeon, Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital. 


On January 21st last, a man, aged 48 years, applied to 
the Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital complaining of 
pain in his eyes with discharge of muco-purulent charac- 
ter and pains in the head. Four days previously he 
noticed frontal headache and darting gnawing pains. 
His appetite failed. On taking his temperature it was 
found te be 102 F. He was accordingly made an in- 
patient. 

On admission his eyelids and conjunctive were found 
to be cedematous, so that they bulged out ; the conjunc- 
tiva of each eye tended to fold over the cornea. 
eye was in the same condition, and although there was 
so much cedema it was not of the reddish colour associa- 
ted with gonnorrheeal infection. The pupils were equal 
and not dilated. The patient seemed apathetic but 
answered questions correctly. On the evening of admis- 
sion the temperature rose t» 1034. The tongue was 
clean. The pulse was 72. Knee-jerks and Babinski’s 
sign were absent. At this time there seemed but little 
upon which to found adiagnosis. The condition of the 
eyelids suggested thrombosis or embolism possibly of 
the cavernous sinus. The condition of apathy seemed 
to confirm this, but the irregular action of the bowels 
and also the temperature seemed to suggest a possibility 
of the disease being enteric fever. is abdomen was 
daily examined for spots but none were found. 

It was somewhat fortunate that whilst this uncertain 
condition continued I read of some cases in which 
swelling of the lids and orbital contents accompanied 
trichinosis. The cerebral apathy seemed after a few 
days to get better, and gradually all idea of intracranial 
thrombosis _ passed. he temperatme — daily 
seemed unlikeenteric fever. Pains of the limbs were 
anticipated and inquired for each day, but none came to 
any extent. In the patient’s hearing I stated how help- 
ful it would be if it could be found that the patient had 
eaten pork lately, and if the pork should turn out to be 
unwholesome our diagnosis could be completed. The 
patient looked up and at once said, “ Well, I think so, 
too,” for I have never felt well since eating some pork 
abont Christmas time.” Inquiry elicited that a month 
prior to admission he and several on the farm k 





of a pork dinner. The pig was killed on the farm to 
forestall its death. It had lately farrowed but seemed 
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to die, and the young were weakly. The wife of 

r was ill, also a son ; the patient and his wife, 
too, were both taken ill, but the wife having cooked the 
pork said it smelt bad and had a very little of it. The 
man k of it more freely. 

As the patient lived in Exeter, although working in 
the country, I communicated with the Inspector of 
nuisances of Exeter and with our pathologist to the 
hospital, Dr. Solly. The latter examined the patient’s 
blood and to his surprise found a large increase of 
eosinophile white corpuscles, no less than 32 per cent. 
He reported that such a condition would be confirmatory 
of a condition of trichinosis. 

I saw the medical attendant of the farmer’s wife and 
mentioned my suspicions. He said that the wife seemed 
to have pains in all her joints, with fever, and he thonght 
it probably was rheumatism. On hearing my report 
he took great interest in the matter and helped to get 
the history of the pig. The Inspector of Nuisances for 
Exeter communicated with that of the county and he 
with the Medical Officer of Health of that district of 
Devonshire, who was fortunate in getting some portions 
rs pig, in which large numbers of trichine were 
ound. 

Our patient gradually recovered, but not without some 
remissions of temperature, and although able to get about 
now appears pulled down, thin, and poorly, but is slowly 
recovering. 

Remarks.—When meat containing trichinz is eaten 
the capsules are dissolved and the worm is set free. 
Passing into the small intestine, in three days they be- 
come sexually perfect, and in six or seven days the 
embryos are developed. There is therefore but short 
time for purgatives, emetics, or vermicides to be of use : 
seven to nine days only. Passing through the intestinal 
mucous membrane it is almost certain that the embryos 
are transported via the venous system. After a pre- 
liminary migration in the inter-muscular connective 
tissue they penetrate the primitive muscle fibres, and in 
two weeks or thereabouts amp into the full-grown 
muscle form. Myositis is excited, and it is now that 
the patient suffers pain in his limbs and muscles of the 
bedy, so frequently mistaken for muscular rheumatism. 
After invasion the clinical thermometer usually registers 
102 to 104 F., and the fever is usually remittent or inter- 
mittent. Profuse sweats are not uncommon, occasion- 
ally tingling, itching, and urticaria of the skin. With 
such symptoms in a patient it is my our duty to 
have the blood examined, when, if the ee ged 
alluded to concerning the eosinophile white blood cor- 
puscles exists, our suspicions will be so greatly strength- 
ened as to amount almost to a certainty.—7he Lancet. 
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SALICYLATES AND RHEUMATIC FEVER. 


{Extract from a Clinical Lecture delivered at the West- 
minster — by Wriitram Murrett, M.D., 


Salicylic acid had been known to chemists for nearly 
50 years when, in 1874, Kolbe succeeded in making it 
from carbolic acid. He showed that it is a powerful 
anti-putrefactive and anti-fermentative, and that it has 
the power even in very small a of inhibiting the 
action of yeast, pepsin, and other ferments. Buss, when 
investigating its action in various febrile conditions, 
noted that it is especially useful in acute rheumatism, a 
conclusion confirmed by Stricker and others. In 1876 

aclagap, then of Dundee, pointed out the wonderful 
efficacy of salicin, a drug used by him since 1874 in the 
treatment of the disease. This was the starting-point of 
the modern treatment of rheumaticfever. Thesalicy] group 
is a large one, numbering some forty or more compounds, 
of which salicin and salicylic acid are amongst the best 








known. Salicinun, or salicin, is not an alkaloid, bnt a 
glucoside obtained from various species of willow. In 
the body it undergoes decomposition into glucose and 
salicylic acid, so that its action is that of the salicylates, 
Its conversion is slow, and it is generally regarded as 
gg nen i activity to salicylic acid. It is excreted 
by the urine as salicin, salicylic acid, and salicyluric 
acid. There are two forms of salicylic acid, the 
“ natural” and the “ artificial,” the former prepared from 
salicin or from the essential oils of winter green and 
sweet birch, and the latter by the interaction of sodium 
carbolate and carbon dioxide. The artificial acid at first 
supplied was very impure, containing a considerable pro- 
portion of the cresols. Ultimately these impurities were 
eliminated, and a “ Salicylic Acid, Physiologically Pure” 
was obtained said to be identical with the natural pro- 
duct. This pure acid, being much cheaper, has practi- 
cally superseded the variety prepared from oil of winter- 
green. There are, however, many good clinical ubservers 
who maintain that their therapeutical actions are not 
identical. At all events, in obstinate cases of acute rheu- 
matism and they are not many, which are “ rebellious ” to 
the pureartificial acid, itisnot a bad plan totry thenatural 
product. Salicylic acid is eliminated rapidly, so that 
even after large doses it in a few hours cannot be detec- 
ted in the urine. Salicylate of sodium is the popular 
member of the group, but is somewhat slower in its 
action than salicylic acid. Salol or pheny! salicylate is 
nearly insoluble in water, and its action is due to the 
fact that it is decomposed in the duodenum into phenol 
and salicylate of sodium. Aspirin, a fancy name for 
acetyl-salicylic acid, is extensively used, and is likewise 
decomposed in the duodenum with the liberation of 
salicylic acid. There are dozens of other members of 
this group all more or less efficacious, and it is probable 
that the majority of medical men, without investigating 
the subject, prescribe that particular form which is most 

rsistently brought under their notice. It may be of 
interest to those practising in remote country districts 
or in the Colonies, far removed from access to drugs, to 
note that the common meadow-sweet and other species 
of spirzea, which grow everywhere, contain salicylous 
acid, another member of this group, and that a decoction 
or an infusion of the flowers is an excellent remedy for 
acute rheumatism. Respecting the mode of action of 
this particular group of remedies we have no real know- 
ledge. It does not advance matters very much by say- 
ing that they exert a “specific” action, in the absence 
of any certain knowledge respecting the specific microbe 
of rheumatic fever. edo not know whether the 
amelioration of the symptoms is due to an antitoxin or 
to anti-bacterial substance generated in the body. We 
have found the remedy for the disease without being 
very positive as to its causation. 

I remember the time when the wards were always 
full of rheumatic fever cases, when the patients groaned 
or cried out in their agony, and when they displayed the 
greatest anxiety to prevent the students coming near to 
or shaking their s. Now, I practically never see an 
acute case. The patient is admitted perhaps on Satur- 
day night, is put to bed and given 20 grains of salicylate 
of sodium every four hours. By Monday afternoon the 
temperature has fallen to normal, the pain in the joints 
has subsided and the patient is convalescent. The 
temperature chart is not unlike that of an acute pneu- 
monia, even to the extent that under the influence of 
the drug the termination may be by crisis or by lysis. 
Rheumatic fever is especially the domain of the thera- 
peutist, or, as some would say, of the empiricist, and 
the services of the bacteriologist are not called into 
requisition. There is not even an agglutination test such 


as we have in enteric fever. The salicylates are per- 
fectly satisfactory in these acute cases, and it is to be 
regretted that we have no equally efficacious remedies 
for the other acute specific fevers. Their sphere of action 
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is confined to acute rheumatism, and to such an extent 
is this the case that many people regard its prompt 
action as a test of correctness of diagnosis. It is useless 
in pyemia and other conditions which might at a car- 
sory glance be mistaken for rheumatic fever. Whether 
in course of time the salicylate may be superseded by 
some other remedy more suitable for the less typical 
and more chronic forms of the disease remains to be 
seen, but for the acute cases nothing is likely to sup- 
plant it. 

It is noteworthy that we have now no positive infor- 
mation respecting the natural course uf the disease, for 
every case is actively treated. Is it possible that in 
course of time it has undergone some modification ? 
When there was no known remedy Gull and Sutton’s 
observations with mintwater were justifiable, but in the 
present state of our knowledge we should incur a serious 
responsibility in withholding from the patient a drug of 
such recognised value as the salicylate simply with the 
view of adding to our stock of information. 

When salicylates are given in sufficient dose in an un- 
complicated case of rheumatic fever, the pain in the 
joints and the temperature begin to be favourably 
affected at once, the former subsiding in twelve to 
twenty-four hours and the latter within forty-eight 
hours. The joint swelling disappears in two to four 
days, and the frequency of pulse and respiration dimin- 
ishes with the fall of temperature. The course of events 
closely resemble a crisis in fever. 

The salicylate of sodium is the salt most commonly 
employed, and although there is much talk about its 
depressing action on the heart no practical inconven- 
ience results from its administration. I see no advan- 
tage in combining the salicylate with alkalies. Holding 
this view, I think that it is a decided advantage that 
aspirin cannot be administered in combination with 
bicarbonate of sodium, for it prevents prescribers from 
falling into vicicus habits of poly-pharmacy. 

[t must be admitted that in a certain proportion of 
cases the salicylates fail to act satisfactorily, and that 
there may be a relapse or even an exacerbation of the 
symptoms. Some of these failures may be due to 
faulty or imperfect diagnosis. But excluding these, 
some cases run a subacute course and fail to respond 
readily to treatment. The explanation is probably to 
be found in the fact that the drug is administered in in- 
sufficient doses and that the physician is hampered by 
his knowledge of the pharmacopeeia. It should be 
remembered that the doses given in the British 
Pharmacopceia are meant for general guidance but are 
not “authoritatively enjoined.” The pharmacopceial 
dose of salicylic acid is from 5 to 20 grains and of salicy- 
late of sodium from 10 to 30 grains. When 30 grains of 
salicylate of sodium every four hours fail to afford relief 
40 grains should be given, and repeated if necessary until 
the temperature and symptoms subside.— 7’he Hostal. 


Unusual Outbreak of Anthrax. 


At a meeting of the Berwickshire County Council, 
the report for 1908-9 by the Executive Committee 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, was submitted, 
from which it appeared that there had been an un- 
usual outbreak of anthrax in the county. There had 
been 16 cases at farm steadings and places all over the 
county, and in all cases except one they were bullocks. 
The expenses incurred in the administration of the Acts 
had been in consequence greatly increased. Mr. J. H. 
Lanrie said the Committee were still without proof that 
the alarming increase of anthrax was attributable to the 
use of Bombay cotton-cake ; but the fact remained that 
it coincided with the increased use of that food stuff. 
During the last five years, it had been very extens- 





ively used, displacing other concentrated foods toa large 
extent, and in that period there had been no less than 
43 cases of anthrax. During the preceding five years 
there were only 11 cases when the Bombay cake was 
less extensively used. The expense of disinfection had 
been very considcrable, about £5 a case. Mr. Somervail 
suggested that some inquiry might be made in India 
where the seed was grown. 

Mr. Dickinson: Has there been any case of anthrax 
in the county where Bombay cotton cake is not used ? 

Mr. Laurie: There have only been three cases where 
it is not used. 





Veterinary Inspection at Shows. 


The question of veterinary inspection and certification 
of prize-winning horses at shows is one which is well 
calculated to give rise to high feeling among stud 
owners. The National Agricultural Society of England, 
together with the Shire Horse Society and several 
others, have adhered to the rule that every horse win- 
ning a prize at those shows shall be examined and 

as sound by the veterinary inspectors before an 

award of honours can be nade. This rule has been ad- 
hered to, notwithstanding the fact that many events 
have occurred which might well have shaken the con- 
fidence of exhibitors in that system. Thus we had what 
was known as “the M‘Cash Scandal,” where a horse 
was rejected by the veterinary inspectors at the “ Royal” 
as unsound, although the animal was passed immedi- 
ately after by every veterinary inspector who was called 
on to examine him. Theu there was another case of an 
animal which was similarly rejected, although almost 
immediately before the examination he had been passed 
as sound by one of the most eminent Professors of 
Veterinary Science in the country. Then at Newcastle 
last year there was a horse rejected as unsound, which 
was thereafter passed as sound by prominent veteri- 
narians in Scotland, and that horse has been winning 
this spring at the leading shows in the West of Scotland, 
while there are few, if any, more popular or sounder 
horses in the country to-day. Even the donor of the 
Brydon Challenge Shield may not now be so keen on 
veterinary certification at shows on account of the 
events of the Newcastle “Royal.” It is no wonder, 
therefore, that this system has never taken root in Scot- 
land. Butalthough the system of veterinary inspection 
at shows has never been followed in Scotland, it is 
notorions that the National breed of draught horses are 
as sound in every way as the Shires. Stud-owners know 
very well that it for their own interest to bring out 
sound horses, and they know too that any good judge of 
horses will know very well whether a horse is sound or 
not, and will avoid giving a prize to an nnsound 
horse. Stud-owners also know very well that in the 
case of horses in high condition a veterinary inspector 
could practically “ cast” any horse for thickness of wind, 
whereas the same animal would be certainly passed as 
sound by another veterinary inspector, if examined a 
few hours afterwards when the animals’s stomach was 
empty. There are many other objections which will 
readily occur to every one that could be urged against 
the system, and it is not surprising, therefore, that the 
leading stud-owners in Scotland are opposed to the 
principle of veterinary examination and certification at 
shows. Besides the system would would fail to strike 
at the evil which is really done .by breeding from horses 
affected with hereditary unsoundness, for such 

usnally fall to the level of “poachers,” which serve at a 
cheap rate the mares of owners of the smaller class, and 
poe with whom cheapness is a fetish.—North Brit. 

grte, 
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Combinations in the Meat Trade. 


The report of the Departmental Committee appointed 
to inquire into combinations in the meat trade oe been 
issued as a Parliamentary paper [Ci. 4643]. 

The Committee, after dealing with the seven com- 
panies established in the Argentine Republic for export- 
ing chilled and frozen meat, pass to the consideration 
of the United States Beef Trust, and of the transac- 
tions of Ainerican companies in the United Kingdom. 
They think that the combination which exists between 
four of the United States companies engaged in the beef 
trade in the United Kingdomis not at present sufficiently 
powerful to be a serious danger to the beef trade as a 
whole, and they add :— 

About three-fifths of the total supply of beef and veal 
comes, as already pointed ont, from home-grown beasts, 
and of the remainder a large and increasing proportion 
comes from Argentina and Australasia—the supplies 
from the former conntry having advanced very rapidly 
in the four latest years. 

Until lately the supplies of the United States firms 
trading in the United Kingdom have been drawn solely 
from the United States. In saying this we put aside 
the allegation that they control part or the whole of the 
imports of live cattle from Canada, since the evidence 
on this point is too vague to afford any certain ground 
for a definite opinion. But recently, in the summer of 
1907, Swift and Co. bought out one of the largest 
Argentine Companies—the La Plata—and still more 
recently another—the La Blanca—has been purchased. 
We are credibly informed that this latter purchase has 
been made by the National Packing Company, and that 
the supplies sent to this country are consigned to the 
Hammond Beef Company, which divides them for sale 
between the Armour, S vift, and Morris companies and 
itself—a fact which throws further, though indirect, 
light upon their probable relations to each other in the 
United States and in this country. It seems certain also 
that other negotiations, having for their object the 
acquisition of existing works in Argentina by United 
States firms, are proceeding. There have also been 
inquiries by represeatatives of United States firms in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

It seems therefore to be within the limits of possi- 
bility, to put it no higher, that the United States firms 
will acquire very considerable interests in Argentina, 
and Are ve s elsewhere. If this should be the case, it is 
not improbable that the methods of combination, which 
have been adopted so effectively in the United States, 
might be extended, at any rate to Argentina. It is true 
that, so far as we can judge, the Estancieros of that coun- 
try are very much opposed to such an invasion from the 
United States, fearing that the prices for their cattle 
will be affected by the absence of competitive buying. 
It is also true that the Estancieros are men of considera- 
ble wealth, and consequently able to protect themselves. 
On the other hand, the general course of the Argentine 
railways, converging as they do on Buenos Ayres, and 
the consequent tendency towards the establishment of 
the works in or near that town, create a condition not 
unfavourable to some combination amongst the owners 
of such establishments. Snch a combination has exis- 
ted in a rudimentary form, as we have pointed out, in 
the past, and under the vigorous and experienced 
guidance of the United St:tes firms it mignt be brought 
to a much higher state of development in the future. 

It does not seems likely that this condition of affairs 
will arise in the near future, but in the event of its 
doing so we are of opinion that the situation in regard 
to the beef supply of the United Kingdom might well 
become serious. With the command of practically the 
whole of the imported live cattle, and chilled and frozen 
beef, the firms composing such a combination would be 


in a very strong position in regard to Smithfield as well 
as to a number of important provincial markets. In 
that event they might even be able to exercise a deter- 
mining influence upon beef prices in Smithfield itself, 
and largely to affect prices throughout the country. — 
The Times. 





Fever, 


In summing up the results of his analysis of fever, Dr. 
Rolly concludes that if the temperature remains raised 
only a moderate degree above the normal, it exerts on 
the whole more beneficial than harmful effects, and 
that fever represents a reactive process on the part of 
the body whereby it attempts to combat the bacterium 
causing the disease, or to neutralise its toxic products 
more rapidly. That the temperature sometimes rises to 
an excessive height and in so doing may exert directly 
harmful effects does not negative this view of the nature 
of the febrile reaction, but may be regarded as an in- 
stance of the “ over-compensation ” which was shown by 
Weigert to be a common biological characteristic, especi- 
ally under pathological conditions ; and this was adopted 
by Ehrlich as an important part of his theory of im- 
munity. Prof. Adami, discussing the significance of 
the febrile state, points out the analogies which exist 
between the reactions produced in the body by infective 
agents, enzymes, and tissue extracts, and regards them 
as due to the fact that in all cases anti-bodies are pro- 
duced to neutralise these effects. He therefore concludes 
that just as “inflammation is the process of adaptation 
of the tissues to local injury, so is fever the process of 
adaptation to such toxic agencies as can be neutralised 
by the development of anti-bodies.”* In support of this 
contention he points to the lowering of the temperature 
which results if an excessive dose of toxin be injected 
into an animal, and to the similar fall which often 
occurs in malignant fevers, as indicating a poisoning of 
the tissues and an absence or arrest of the febrile re- 
action. The interest of these observations is two-fold : 
from the theoretical standpoint they serve to bring 
our ideas of fever into harmony with the general pro- 
tective reactions of the body, and from the practical 
point of view they indicate that antipyretic measures 
and drugs shonld only be employed where there is 
hyperpyrexia or where severe nervous symptoms, such 
as delirium, stupor, and restlessness, together with dis- 
turbances of the circulatory and respiratory systems, 
render it necessary cr desirable to reduce the tempera- 
ture in order to relieve the patient’s immediate condi- 
tion.— The Lancet. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


THe Export or Horses. 
In the House of Commons, on Wednesday, May 12: 


Mr. W. THorne (West Ham, S., Lab.) asked the hon. 
member for South Somerset, as representing the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture, whether he was aware 
that a number of old worn-out British horses were des- 

atched from this country to Antwerp, and that at the 
~ of times their condition was deplorable : that in fine 
weather the journey was made in about 23 hours, and the 
food for the journey was not sufficient, and in stormy 
weather the animals were not only tortured by the toss- 
ing about to which they were subjected, but from the 
lengthening of the voyage by two or three days they 
were starved by the shortage of food, and that on their 
arrival at Belgium they suffered the worst of tortures ; 
whether he was aware that at times there were as 
many as 20 such animals dead and dying on the quays 
at Antwerp; that they were there examined, and at 





nightfall were very often without food, but were driven 
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off in batches of 10, 15, 20, or more to abattoirs at 
Ghent, Tormonde, St. Nicolas, and even Brussels, a dis- 
tance of 30 miles : and whether he intended taking any 
action in the matter. 

Sir E. Srracnty (Somerset, S., Min.)—The trade in 
the exportation of horses to Antwerp and other foreigo 
portion ports has been regulated siace 1898 by our Ex- 
portation of Horses Order, a copy of which I shall be 

lad to send my hon. friend. It prohibits the export of 
Covese that are unfit to travel; it requires vessels in 
this trade to be properly fitted for the purpose ; and 
it provides for the proper care and feeding of horses 
on the voyage. The administration of the Order is 
carried out in this c»untry by the local authorities con- 
cerned, and our inspectors make frequent voyages to 
supervise the traffix. On arrival, the horses are landed 
and moved under the superintendence of officials of the 
Belgian Government. [ am not able to accept as correct 
my hon. friend’s description of this trade ; but if he will 
be good enough to furnish me with any information 
in his possession I shal] be glad to have inquiry made 
at once, 

Mr. W. THorns asked if the Government wonld order 
the horses to be killed on this side of the North Sea. 

Sir E. SrracHEy requested notice of that question. 


Personal. , 

As Mr. Krrcutn, M.R.C.V.S., of Worship Street, 
E.C., was walking towards his establishment on Tuesday, 
11th inst., about 3.30 p.m., he was suddenly and violent 
attacked by three roughs who threw him to the ground, 
severely bruising him and injurlng his ribs. Mr. Kitchin 
was fortunate to retain his watch, but lost his chain. 
Although there were a number of people passing up and 
down the street at the time, the three men managed to 
getaway. Mr. Kitchin is being medically attended at 
his residence, “ Overdale,” Woodford, Essex, and is 
progressing very favourably. 


Subject to confirmation by the Sheftield City Council, 
the Sanitary Sub-Committee have appointed Mr. W. 
Young, M.R.C.V.S., of Edinburgh, to be second Assis- 
tant Veterinary Inspector to the Corporation of 
Sheffield. 

Mr. Young graduated at Edinburgh in 1905, took the 
Meat Inspector’s certificate of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute in 1907, and obtained the diploma in. Veterinary 
State Medicine at Victoria University, Manchester, in 
March last. 





ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 14. 


ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 
Lieut. H. Kirby to be Capt. Dated May 11. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNatTTacHep List. 


Morris Grant Byerley to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated Ist 
April, 1909. 
May 18. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


_ Capt. Augustus J. Williams, from the Seconded List, 
is restored to the establishment. Dated 19th May, 1909. 


Inpia Orrice, May 17. 


Inpran CiviL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Capt. F. S. H. Baldrey, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., to be 
Major. Dated Feb. 28. 








VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE BUDGET. 
Sir, 

In my letter of your issue of May 8th my second point 
was missed on account of a printer’s error, or it may have 
been my own. It was that doctors and veterinary surgeons 
should be allowed the same rebate on the new petrol duty as 
users of commercial vehicles. 

The new duty is evidently aimed at pleasure motors, and 
by no stretch of the imagination can a veteri surgeon 
or a doctor be said to use a motor for purposes of pleasure. 
Considering the long distances we have to travel, this new 
petrol tax will be a more serious item of expense to us than 
the increased motor tax. 

Since writing you I have received two letters from Sir 
Clifford Cory. In the first he says ‘‘I have placed your 
views before the Chancellor of the Exchequer and I shall be 
glad if I can induce him to favourably consider your pro- 

s.’’ In the second he tells me that the Chancellor has 
replied that the matter is having his due consideration. 

I have also heard from Mr. W. T. Olver, of Tamworth, 
who thinks that a deputation at once from the Council is likely 
to do most good. In this I entirely agree with him, espec- 
ially as Mr. Lloyd George seems receiving endless deputa- 
tions, a great number consisting of those who have not the 
justice in their demands which we have. 

It seems to me mainly a matter of principle; in fact a 
serious slight on our profession. Why, in the name of com- 
monsense end justice, should doctors be the favoured of two 
similar professions. Of course if the profession is going to 
be as apathetic over this question as it is over so many ( 
Veterinary Surgeons Act, for instance, which ought to 
have become law long ago), well, of course we deserve no 
better treatment than we are getting from the community 
at large. If we don’t help ourselves no one will do it for 
us. Over a million working men paid last year to the 
I.L.P. funds 6/- a year in addition to their regular subscrip- 
tion to their own trade unions, and here are we haggling 
over @ guinea a year registration fee (7d. a day) and putting 
forward eight candidates in opposition to it! It is really 


J.| too ludicrous.—Yours truly, 


R. Guave Saunvers. 
Penzance, May 19. 





FOREIGN VOTING PAPERS. 
Sir, 

Truly the Royal College appear to have improved with 
regard to the issue of foreign voting papers; they are now 
sent out in time for men abroad to vote; but why on earth 
cannot the candidates also notify their nominations and 
their political views in the papers at an early date. There 
are close upon 100 voters resident in British Africa ; in this 
colony our papers dated 3rd April, are just to hand, and we 
will have to forward our voting papers next mail in order to 
reach London in time. Up to the present, with the excep- 
tion of the names mentioned upon the officis! notice and 
those mentioned upon one circular letter, the voters in these 
parts can have no idea of the other prospective candidates 
or of their views. If the other foreign voters were also 
estimated it would be realised how many votes are thus 
probably lost by candidates not declaring their nominations 
earlier. 

As an onlooker in a distant land, and one who takes a 
keen interest in agricultural literature, I would ask those 
members of the profession who have opposed the new 
Veterinary Surgeons Bill—Are you now satisfied with the 
past year’s work and the assistance you have been to your 
own profession? With regard to the Council members who 
opposed the Bill and tried to destroy it, I am sure that 
there are many of us who wish that their names were up 
for election ; however, we will express our opinion to them 


at a later date. 
Corontat F.R.C.V.8. 
Cape Colony. 
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THE VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
Sir, 
In your issue of May 15th, there appeared a copy of a 
— purporting to have the support of 880 Fellows and 
embers of ‘the R.C.V.S. As it has been published on the 
eve of an election of Members for Council, and as it con- 
cerns itself with matters upon which the profession are not 
unanimous, one may fairly regard its publication in the 
light of an electioneering device. It is to be hoped, however, 
that each member of the profession, whether he has voted 
or not, will seriously analyse this petition, as its true mean- 
ing is not quite plain at first sight. 

Their Lordship’s humble petitioners state in Clause 1. 
that they are unanimously opposed to the Bill because it 
would destroy what they erroneously call an implied con- 
tract between existing members of the R.C.V.S. under 
which every member is free to practise his profession for 
the remainder of his natural (sic) life without further fee 
or contribution. It is to be carefully noted, then, that the 
supporters of this petition are absolutely and uncondition- 
ally opposed to any Bill which proposes to raise money 
from the profession, however necessary 1t may be for the 
promotion of its interests. But, when we come to Clause 3, 
we find that the petitioners pretend to be opposed to the 
Bill because it aims at fixing the fee unalterably at one 
guinea instead of a sum not exceeding one guinea. 

In the light of Clause 1, Clause 3 appears to be dishonest 
in intention. It is meant to convey the impression that the 
2 emg of the Bill and their candidates nominated for 

tion will support a Bill in which the fee is on a sliding 
scale and not more than a guinea. It should be clearly 
understood, however, that they will do nothing of the kind. 
One can gather their real intentions from Clause 1, and 
their leaders, who are members of Council, have repeatedly 
stated that they are opposed to any Bill which aims at 
raising money from the existing members of the pro- 
fession. 

What then, one may ask, is the object of publishing 
Clause 3? I looks very like a dishonest attempt to catch a 
vote from those who are not opposed to the Bill, but would 
prefer a sliding to a fixed fee. Let there be no mistake, 
however, about what we are voting or have voted for. If 
the opponents of the Bill should ever get a majority in the 
Council there will be no Bill at all, and the Council will be 
without funds to carry on the “ urgent domestic affairs ’’ or 
to defend the original rights of the profession and further 
its legitimate aims to receive a proper place in legislative 
measures relating to public health. 

The opponents of the Bill, by a traitrous alliance with 
certain Agricultural Societies, have lit a fire around Section 
17 of the Act of 1881, upon which is based the profession’s 
protection against advertising quacks. They cannot, as 
they hint, put out that fire by opposing the present Bill, 
because Section 17 is not in the Bill at all, but isin the 1881 
Act. If anything is to be done to quench this fire, it can 
only be ae ay pe the profession rallying round their 
representative body helping to furnish the much needed 
weapon of defence. , 

If a majority of members really think that a fixed fee of 
@ guinea is a mistake, they can have an amendment intro- 
duced when the Bill is passing through Parliament, but it 
is as well they should be warned against being gulled into 
the belief that the intention of its opponents is to favour a 
Bill providing for a fee on a sliding scale. 

THINK IT oveR! 


Sir, 

This morning I received two circulars anent the aproach- 
ing election of Council, one containing the names of eight 
members who are opposed to the Amendment Bill, the 
other containing the names of four members, who give no 
guide to voters as to their sympathies. 

If you could inform the voters, through the Veterinary 
Record of the sentiments of those seeking election, you 
would save the former the trouble of making exhaustive 








enquiries, and the latter, the trouble of printing and posting 
circulars. 

I take it that the promoters of the Amendment Bill are 
proud of the stand they have taken, and that those who 
oppose the Bill, will not admit that they are ashamed of 
their position, so that there can be no objection to the pub- 
lishing of a list of names.—Yours etc. 

L. L. Sreere. 


Sir, 

Within the last few days I have received a circular signed 
by Mr. J. A. W. Dollar and three others imploring me to 
vote for eight candidates whose election is said to be a 
desperate necessity if the affairs of the profession are to be 
saved from utter ruin. I have read this document carefully, 
and I confess that it has had on me precisely the opposite 
effect to that which its signatories evidently expected. I 
shall not record my vote for any of these eight gentlemen, 
and for the following reasons. 

In the first place I like to know something about the can- 
didates who by the help of my vote are to be sent to the 
Parliament of the profession. But I know next to nothing 
about these eight members, most of whom I cannot identify 
even by name, and who I note have accepted their position 
of protégées like lambs, and have not even composed their 
own election address. The group headed by Mr. Kenneth 
Barker may be composed of men who would adorn the 
Council, but, on the other hand, for anything I know they 
may be the veriest professional nonentities, and without 
standing in their own districts. 

In the second place, I distrust these gentlemen just be- 
cause they are Mr. Dollar’s nominees, and I suspect their 
honesty or their intelligence when they become parties to 
the publication of an electioneering circular which is a 
masterpiece in the art of suggesting the false and suppress- 
ing the true. g 

Does Mr. Dollar think I am such a fool as to vote for his 
nominees because the Bill, as it now stands, has been shorn 
of provisions against quackery which were contained in the 
original draft? What amazing effrontery on his part to 
reproach the eenten of the Bill for having abandoned 
the attempt to obtain increased powers to deal with quackery, 
seeing that he himself presented a petition to the Privy 
Council in which he objected to the very Clause necessary 
to put down quackery with a strong hand ! 

Mr. Dollar apparently expects to frighten the profession 
and gain support for his nominees by referring to the 
threatened opposition to the Bill by Agricultural Societies, 
but in this, as in other parts of the manifesto, he has mis- 
calculated the effects of his argument. Nothing has excited 
in my mind so much distrust of the party as their obvious 
readiness to enter into an alliance with the enemies of the 
profession with the object of weakening, and, if possible, 
of defeating the Bill. 

I am willing to accept the Bill on the principle that half 
a loaf is better than no bread, but I do not forget that we 
might have had the whole loaf if all our representatives on 
the Council had been loyal to the interests of their own 
profession. I am also willing to pay my annual guinea to 
place in the hands of the Council the funds necsssary to ad- 
minister the affairs of the profession, including the prose- 
cution of as many of the 25,000 quacks as can be proved 
to be violating the provisions of the existing Act. 

I shall therefore vote for the eight candidates who are 
pledged to suport the Bill, and shall lend Dr. Dollar no 
help to drag from obscurity the other eight candidates, 
who have allowed themselves to be tied to his coat tails. 
—yYours, etc., Rosin WIDEAWAKE. 


Sir, 

I see that the opponents of the Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Amendment Bill have already carried their resolution into 
effect, and have forwarded their petition to the Privy Coun- 
cil. Let us consider their objections in the order given. 

Surely every honourable member of our profession should 
waive aside any ‘‘ implied contract’’ when he knows the 
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annual decreased income of the College can have but 
one end. 

Plenty of evidence has been given of the absolute 
need of money, and proof that each year, in spite of the 
rigid economy practised by those who so carefully treasure 
these funds, how difficult it is to keep up our own 
position. 

Now is the very time we do want money to fight for 
our rights, which are daily stolen from us—why? From 
lack of Parliamentary representation owing to lack of funds. 
Many more cases of quackery and — on our pre- 
serves would be taken up but for the fear of failure owing 
to an insufficient amount of money to get to the bottom 
of these cases. 

The suggestion that the income could be increased by 
“a moderately increased ’’ examination fee is unjust as it is 
impracticable. It would certainly be the last straw as far 
as the students (or their parents) were concerned; and by 
limiting the already limited number of candidates for veteri- 
nary honours (?) would obviously defeat its own ends. Nor 
would it be just for present members to benefit by money 
obtained from future members in the shape of an annual 
registration fee. 

Possibly it would be as well if the registration fee could 
be limited to one guinea at the. most, and certainly never 
less than half that amount. The sum to be fixed by the 
Council annually. 

The promoters of this Bill have certainly not taken the 
‘rank and file’’ of the profession into their confidence. 
They should certainly have let us see it; but it was from 
feelings of modesty that they refrained from exposing it to 
view in its present stripped and naked state. But we, as a 
profession, are not so terribly prudish, and I verily believe 
that if we could only get a glimpse of the Bill in black and 
white as it now stands it would get more supporters than its 
opponents dream of. 

As to the Highland and Agricultural Society, or any other 
society fearing that we shall get an absolute monopoly of 
what is not stated, but if the practice of Veterinary Surgery 
is meant, certainly we should have a monopoly—we have 
paid for it, and intend to pay for it yearly 

Finally I would ask these opponents if they have nothing 
better to offer us in the way of suggestions of raising money 
on a thoroughly sound basis to increase the funds of the 
College? Itstrikes me as being rather a mean suggestion 
to tax the poor student with even ‘‘ a moderately increased’’ 
examination fee; and just as mean to make mew members 
pay the piper for us. The suggestion does not strike me as 
being particularly sportsmanlike coming from existing 
practitioners.—Yours etc. 


Blyth, May 15th. J. P. IsHERwoop, 


MORE DIPLOMAS. 
Sir, 

The Veterinary Record of April 10th is just to hand. In 
it I learn with dismay that there is some danger of yet 
another diploma being forced upon us. A Committee has 
been appointed by the Council to consider and report as to 
the advisability of granting a diploma, and itis composed of 
four Professors and only six other members of the 
profession. 

Prof. Williams says that a large number of skilled per- 
sons will shortly be required to fight tuberculosis in cattle, 
and a large number of “ experts '’ to inspect piggeries, cow- 
sheds, stables, dairies, and for meat inspection. He con- 
siders it possible that in a few years after granting this 
diploma legal powers may be obtained to insist that only 
those who hold the certificate should hold these appoint- 
ments. This of course means that M.R.C.V.S. who do 
not take the certificate will be at a disadvantage in obtain- 
ing these appointments compared with those who do 
take it. 

I cannot imagine the state of mind of the Professor who 
suggests that veterinary surgeons require further training 
in fighting tuberculosis, or on the hygiene of piggeries, cow- 
sheds, stables, or dairies. If wecannot do this as members 


long course of hygiene; what for, if not to enable us to 
inspect piggeries? We can, if we choose, in our College 
training, get our pathological and bacteriological knowledge 
of animal tuberculosis first hand from the highest authori- 
ties on the subject ; pray, what for, if not to enable us, of 
all people, to fight tuberculosis? 

Prof. Williams’ suggestion amounts to this: that the 
membership diploma of our Royal College has no value as 
@ qualification for work which is veterinary. 

A greater insult to the members, and a more backward 
step and blow to our prestige in the eyes of the public can 
hardly be conceived than that a Professor of a College 
which professes to teach the very subjects should stand up 
in Council and say that we are unfit to do our work and 
require further training in it. 

With regard to meat inspection, the book training that we 
receive at College in pathology and medicine is absolutely 
adequate for a meat inspector's theoretical training, covers 
every inch of the ground and overlaps itat both ends. The 
practical part of the work requires practice, just as does the 
practical part of every branch of our work, and there is no 
need to have more diplomas (accompanied by fees) thrust 
upon us, for diplomas cannot give us this practice. The 
small amount of practice on the subject that we get at 
College should be increased ; it is not enough, that is all. 

We are holding many Public Health appointments 
already, and it is by the capacity which we show in them 
that we shall be judged as a profession and our scope in- 
creased; not by more diplomas. 

If we had a special diploma for ‘‘State Veterinary 
Hygiene ’’ (what is it but a name ?) the course for member- 
ship of the R.C.V.S. will surely get slack in its treining of 
hygiene, tuberculosis, and meat inspection, and then we 
shall have Professor Williams’s incompetent veterinary 
surgeon. 

Let us make further enquiries into the salaries of these 
men whom we are, according to the Professor, to replace 
before we take ‘‘ legal powers to insist that none but those 
who hold our certificate and diploma should hold such 
appointments.”’ 

If aman wishes to acquire a knowledge of bacteriology 
superior to that of the average member he has every oppor- 
tunity of doing so ir the post-graduate courses; they 
attract men who wish to increase, their knowledge, not 
merely to get more diplomas. Then if these men wish to 
turn to Public Health appointments they can consider 
whether the salary offered is worth it all—Your obedient 
servant, 

A. 8. Leese. 

India. 


THE MOUNTAIN AND THE MOUSE. 
Sir, 

In common, I suppose, with all other members, I have 
received a circular signed on behalf of the Committee op- 
posing the Bill, asking my support for eight candidates who 
are said to be of the same way of thinking, but the majority 
of whom have so far not favoured the profession with any 
individual utterance upon the subject. Indeed, I cannot at 
the moment be sure that one of two of them have ever 
favoured the profession with any utterance upon any 
subject atall. But I find this circular very interesting in 
one respect at least, and therefore beg some space to com- 
ment upon it—not all of it, for, after all, there is not much 
that is really noteworthy. 

Most of it is what we all expected tosee. Ofcourse, great 
stress is laid upon the danger to the profession from the 
attitude of the Highland and Agricultural Society. Equally 
of course, the blame for this is all imputed to our Council ; 
nothing is said of the part played by veterinary surgeons 
who sought the aid of the Highland and Agricultural Society 
against the Bill—to save their individual guineas. We can 
all understand that the opponents of the Bill are shy of 
alluding to their own share in prejudicing the Highland and 
Agricultural Society against it. 

Then follow six ingeniously worded objections to the 
Bill. We have heard them all before, so I will not dwell 





of the R.C.V.8. what are we good for? We go through a 
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could be more ridiculous, for instance, than to maintain 
that the Bill ives the profession of control over the 
Council's iture, in an election address that would 
never have been written if the profession had not the power 
to control the Council’s action by itsannual vote. Nothing 
in the Bill alters that power, and, though the opposition 
have previously answered that argument by denying the 
efficacy of the elections as a means of influencing the Coun- 
cil, they work much too hard at election time for us to sup- 
that their scepticism is genuine. 

Much could also be said with regard to objection 4, which 
censures the Council for not seeking a conflict with the 
Worshipful Company of Farriers and similar bodies. 

We are all familiar with the destructive policy and the des- 
tructive criticism of the opponents of the Bill. The one thing 
new in this circular is that it gives us our first insight into the 
collective constructive faculty of the opposition. Hitherto 
they have been much more concerned with destroying the 
Bill than with finding any alternative to it, and though we 
have been solemnly assured that ‘‘ money could be raised 
from other sources’’ we have never known what those 
sources were to be. But now a scheme of revenue is 
adopted as the official programme of the opposition, and is 
portentousiy set forth in big letters by this grotesque Com- 
mittee. We have all heard what the mountain brought 
forth when in labour. After all these months of medita- 
tion, our ponderous opponents have devised no better a plan 
than “a moderate increase in the examination fees, and an 
annual fee payable by all new members entering the pro- 
fession.’” And that is all 

Is it necessary to state the objections to this alluring pro- 
posal? The income it would yield would be pitifully small 
at first, and would increase very slowly—that is one. And 
how ludicrously it compares with objection 5 in this same 

recious circular. which takes exception to the present 

ill because *‘ It exempts from payment certain members 
of the R.C.V.8. practising in this country while guarantee- 
ing to them exactly the same privileges and rights as to 
those who will be forced to pay."’ This new proposal does 
just the same thing—only it invites every man who has a 
vote now to try and get exemption for himself, and I sup- 
pose that is the reason why it was advanced. Again, what 
are we to think now of all the sentimental clap-trap that 
has been expended upon “* struggling practitioners,’’ ‘* those 
unable to pay,”’ etc., et>.? There are poor men now in 
the profession, I know; but there will be others in the 
futare just as poor—are we to believe that the self-appointed 
champions of the profession are really genuine in their 
solicitude for the former, when they calmly propose to 
tax the latter? 

This leads me up to the most despicable feature in this 
despicable proposa]—its absolute callous selfishness. Every- 
thing is to be thrown upon the students and graduates of the 
future ; no part of the burden is to be borne by the prac- 
titioners of today, many of whom may expect to live to 
reap some share in whatever benefits accrue from the tax- 
ation of their assistants. I should particularly call the 
attention of all self-respecting practitioners to that last little 

int, if self-respect did not present itself in such curious 
Siversity of form. Most of the degrees of London Uni- 
versity, at this moment, are obtainable for a smaller sum 
in examination fees than is the M.R.C.V.8 ,—how much 
more do the financial experts of the opposition intend to 
claim from the veterinary student? and how is it proposed 
to enforce the payment of the annual fee from the 

raduates of the future? That point is rather suggestive 

‘or although other men have individually advanced 
this proposal to tax new members alone before the 
committee adopted it, and some of those men have. been 
strongly opposed to the original ‘‘ penal clause ’’ for present 
members, yet I do not think that one ever indicated how 
the money should be extracted from future graduates. 
Apparently that point is not worth a thought—the Com- 
mittee say nothing about it in their enlightening manifesto. 
What a delicious situation it would be if those eight candi- 
dates found their way to the Council chamber, bearing with 
them a Draft Bill with the *‘tyrannical’’ penal clause re- 
inserted for the coercion of the practitioners of the future! 
~ ‘But after all it is no laughing matter. It will be a dis- 


grace to the profession if sne supporter of that Committee's 
apology for a policy does find his way to the Council, but I 
ould not be surprised to see several do so. The Com- 
mittee have shown no political capacity; but they have 
shown considerable knowledge of certain aspects of human 
nature which are painfully evident at all elections. I pay 
them no great compliment in saying so—everyone knows 
that the surest method of attracting votes is to appeal tothe 
individual selfishness of the voters. That is what the 
Committee are doing—and doing it most unblushingly. 
They are unable to improve upon the policy of the Council, 
upon which some of them have lavished such copious 
abuse ; they actually endorse the principle of compulsory 
taxation which costs them such pangs when it is applied to 
the voters of to-day—but they show no trace of compunc- 
tion in fastening the burden of taxation upon their suc- 
cessors. Undoubtedly it is an ingenious appeal to the 
individual avarice of an electorate whose collective motto is 
Vis unita fortior—but the appeal is to avarice alone. And 
if any of the Committee’s eight candidates are successful at 
the polls, they will succeed by the votes of men who have 
no care for the general advancement of the profession in the 
present, no consideration fcr the student or practitioner of 
the future, but whose sole concern is to avoid all possibility 
of a pecuniary call upon themselves.—Yours faithfally, 
MEPHISTOPHELES. 





VETERINARY SURGEONS AND TUBERCULOSIS, 
Sir, 

At the present time we hear so much about duties that 
should belong to the profession being taken over by doctors 
that I think we should all do whatever possible tu bring to 
the notice of the M.O.H. the fact of the large proportion of 
cows reacting to the tuberculin test and the consequent 
danger to the health and lives of the general public. Per- 
sonally, I find the medical profession only too pleased to 
place the combating of this disease in our hands whenever 
possible 

Asa result of a consultation with myself, our Medical 
Officer here has placed the following article in his printed 
report for the year. If other Medical Officers could be 
made to see the importance of this matter I feel sure that 
the dangers to health would be made more public and thus 
tend to lessen the terrible mortality in infants and others 
from this scourge, and at the same time I may add it would 
tend to help the profession to obtain appointments which are 
rightly theirs 

M.R.C.V.S. 
{Cory or M.O.H’s. Report.) 


‘* It is very importantant to remember that before tuber- 
culosis has had time to develop and show itself in a cow’s 
udder, tubercular disease in some other organ may be, and 
is, quite capable of producing human tubercle, and con- 
sidering the comparative frequency with which tubercle 
bacilli are found iu milk supplies, and the large proportion 
of cow's reacting to the tuberculin test, strong measures 
should be adopted to ensure the regulations in force in the 
district being properly complied with. Every precaution 
should be taken as regards cleanliness and ventilation, but 
in order to prevent the dissemination of disease among the 
cows and calves they should be periodically examined and 
tested under veterinary supervision, and more stringent 
measures adopted for the destruction of infected animals, 
and everything done to try and ensure the purity of the 
milk supply on which, as an article of diet, the lives of so 
many infants and young children depend.” 
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